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TABLE 5-2   Regulatory Issues Affecting Landside Access Identified in

AAPA Survey____________________________________

All              Container    All

Ports (%)     Ports (%)     Other (%)
Issue_____________________           (n = 54)      (n = 25)       (n = 29)

Hazardous materials and military

traffic passes through congested

urban areas

Usually or always                       41              40              41

Some problems with exemptions

for hazardous materials and

military explosives                           7              12                3

Freight is lost to competitive ports

in states with more permissive

weight limits                                 30              52               16

Special permits available for

overweight container                     48              22              41

State or local agencies usually or

always enforce truck weight

limits                                            83              80               86

legislation has been passed, but responsibilities at the state and local
level are varied and diffused, and the regulations governing that legis-
lation are still evolving. However, recent federal legislation and the
soon-to-be-issued regulations implementing those regulations will es-
tablish greater conformity for routing and provide specifically for
port access.

At the federal level, the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT)
has authority for hazardous materials transportation under the Haz-
ardous Materials Transportation Uniform Safety Act of 1990. Within
DOT, the Research and Special Programs Administration (RSPA) has
the delegated authority to coordinate hazardous materials regulatory
functions for all modes except bulk marine cargo (OTA 1986). Spe-
cific requirements are prescribed by DOT/RSPA for the safe transpor-
tation of hazardous materials; they include classification, packing,
shipping papers, package markings, labeling, transport vehicle
placarding, and routing.

Compliance with DOT's hazardous material regulations in and
around seaports is enforced by the U.S. Coast Guard, the Federal
Railroad Administration, the Federal Highway Administration